Meeting of Presidents of the Friends of Nature
Rotterdam, October 5th 2012 
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It is a great pleasure to stand before you and meet old friends. As some of you may remember I used to be the director of NIVON from ’88 up to ’97. NIVON and other NFI-members –as true friends of nature and watching with their own eyes the deterioration- were among the first to recognize the importance of sustainability. In that period I wrote a little book on sustainability, much used in discussions in NIVON circles. The last 6/7 years reading, writing and lecturing on sustainability became one of my major tasks. The last years my base for these activities lies mainly within the  Platform for a sustainable and fair economy. This platform is formed by a group of some 20 -worried, but also enthusiast and hopeful- people. We publish, organize courses, lobby in parliament, and organize conferences and specialist meetings –like last Wednesday on the 21 hour working week. 
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2. We published our paper for a FGD in 2010. Why a fair & green deal? You may remember that in the 30s of last century the American president Roosevelt presented his new deal as a way to overcome the economic depression. This story is heard each day for the last 4 years. It is translated in a recipe for more economic growth. 
A personal story first: When I was about 10 years old (1954) my father bought a new car, a Citroën, traction avant 6 cylinders. He was very proud; I was very proud. It went as fast as a 140 km per hour. Imagine that those cars would grow in speed and in volume at 3% each year. That means that after some 23 year   the speed would be 280, and after another 23 year 560 km p.h. We are in the year 2000 by then. The speed and volume have quadrupled. It goes the same with the national income (GNP). If it keeps on growing we need more energy, more resources, more roads. That also means less nature, rising seas, changing climate, no more resources for our grandchildren. It also means far more inequality (national but especially international). So if we want come out of this crisis we do not want to pursue the same route we did before. While driving in a fast car is it better to look ahead and not in the back mirror. We need new recipes. 
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BAU is no longer an option. That is why he four central elements of the FGD are:
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A new economy,  no longer a linear economy but a circular economy that can go on (also called a steady state economy), we need a regional economy; we need shifting taxation from tax on labour to taxation on resources; we need investing in sustainable energy instead of investing in fossil fuel. 
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More attention to welfare & the quality of life. Consumption is not the main goal of life; neither is creating more money.
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We already have the technologies for the new economy. Like C2C, sustainable transportation, sustainable energy etc. Open source innovations are becoming the new standard. 
· A democratic and participative society is a society that is resilient; the lates report of the UN on sustainability (25 years after the Brundtland-report) is called resilient people, resilient planet; we also need a society that gives room for lesser developed countries to develop and for other countries to restrain. 
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One of the didactically best ways to show we have gone to far with our economy –in my experience- is overshoot day. August 22 of this year was Earth Overshoot Day, marking the date when humanity has exhausted nature’s budget for the year. We are now operating in overdraft. For the rest of the year, we will maintain our ecological deficit by drawing down local resource stocks and accumulating carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. We are using the resources of 1,5 planet now. According to many specialists we still have the opportunity to change our life style, to change the economy. But we have to do it fast. 
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We must realize that change in a sustainable direction is system change! To start changing the system we need to set goals: ( I mention the 5 most important)
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Establish the borders of the system; we can no longer go beyond borders of resources, pollution, CO2. For the industrialized countries this means we might have to go back while developing countries still get possibilities to build their economy. First of all stabilize the climate and stabilize population growth. 
· Start creating a new economy; with another logic (growth is the problem; not the solution); with other ways of accounting (GDP does not count destruction of nature / resources) 
· Start creating a new social logic; no more consumerism, no large income inequalities 
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Start using available new techniques: efficient use –if possible reuse- of resources; invest in a ‘green’ economy. We have to use as the French anthropologist Claude Levy Strauss said bricolage; organize sustainability with the things at hand; do it yourself (as it used to go for a long time).
· Create new coalitions for a circular economy (like the transition towns concept) in the sectors you’re working; work with a double strategy: grass roots and towards the official legislative bodies. 
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  I am very impressed by the strategy of Vandana Shiva. She coined the expression: occupy your life. By this she means: be responsible for and organize your own life. A couple of examples: 
· Be responsible for your own food; organize it with your neighborhood, city agriculture, transition towns
· [image: image14.jpg]canary PETE



Organize your own money system: like in Aubenas (France), Totnes (Gr Br), Filettino (Italy), Rosenheim (Germany), like the Suisse system between corporations. 
· Organize your own insurance, credit union etc.

· Rethink the idea of jobs 
· Don’t be dependent on the health mafia

· Don’t be dependent on the on the large tourist organizations.
6. To conclude: practice what you preach & preach what you practice.
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Thank you

John Huige

